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These are the reasons

I shall be considered a saviour by my people

and die in peace.

In my or'vn mind I am :r simple man

who threu, hrs spear at the stars

end lancled there himself.

l nou lrrve in my posressiott

a lnap:
tu,o handfttls of mud

scraped from the bank of our sacred river.

flattened into a tablet.
birkecl,

then pierced u,-ith the blunt point of m1. compass

whiie I spun rhe other sharper leg

to produce the edge of the world as I knerv ir,

and be,l'oncl

tl-re salt sea on which I am nolv perfectly at home.

In this r,vay I look dor'vn at nryself.

i think: I am here.

Astonishing, how man1, horizons are open to I-i-Ie:

at one tin.re mountainous heirps of smashed slate,

:rt others Ll vast clelta of green and crimson light.

-\nd er-erv clal a different shoreline ripples past

berrring its cargo of rvhite sand and dark palms.

Very beguiling they appear, but all e

All spoiled by the tantrums of their

Out here there are storms too,
but in the religion I have norv der-isr

I am convinced
the shaping hands have pulled arvat
so the Earth hangs with no supporr
what?
That is the question I have in mind r

You might suppose better charts s o
but despite their much greater accur

in terms of coastlines and interiors.

and the intricate detail
guaranteed by developments in prir

not to mention the understanding o:

empires still lie about their extenr ar

These are the simple deceptions.

More difficult,
as I continue north to my final enct-,

and wave-crests flicking m,r- face grc
and daylight a more persistentlv dul
is how to manage my desire to live i
for all eternitS
as though I had never left mv horne .
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It transpires the last part of my journey

requires me to abandon everything I once kne\\',

even the gorgeous costume

made of the feirthers of more than a hundred different

species of bird.

No matter, though.
It is delicious amollg the constellations,

as the planets begin to display tl'reir gas-clouds

and the beautiful nebulae their first attempts at starsl

\X/hen I look over In]'sl-roulder

to see m)' o\\'n blue eys staring back at me,

I realise before I disappear

I still accept rvhat it rneatrs to be lost.

t6l

The Conclusion of Josepl-r Ti.. :
G arsington, O xfor dsb ire, r 8 5 -

I suppose I was cut out for a quiet [l-t
whether I have managed any such thi
is another matter,
what with larks to shoot,
and harvesting, gooseberries, and rrl:

Then there was all that with Nern-:

would she or wouldn't she;

did I or didn't I?

It is my belief
I spent more hours kicking mv heel.

than happy the other side.

Be that as it may.

Anno Domini drives out stern Inarte!

and faults that appear to us

when we compare the lives rve har-e

with those we imagine . . .

There's nothing a gentle stroll
in the woods by moonlight can't pur

I tried that just now.
I saw swallows on the branches liiie
which put me in such good humour
I brought home one of their nests an
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An Echidna for Chris \fallace-Crabbe

Whatever kind of deterrlrnatron a creature needs

to enloy one state of existence before confronting the next,
the echidna has a-plenty.

Look hor,v the legs lvhich once upon a time were fins,

then paddles,

and nou, :rre covered with spines as delicate as fur,

shur-rt this specimen up the barren mound
thirt fonns the one significant feilture of his pen,
still hampered bv the excessive weight of his bod1,

but clearl,v not enough

to feel distractecl from l-ris rnain ambition.

Which is to reach this particular point
bv the concrete lvall that marks tlre limrt of his freedom,
r'vhere he shovels thc earth aside rnith his rubber snout
before giving up r,vhen ror-rghlv half sr-rhmerged.

He has no idea
'rn\rone is rn,aiting for hirr at the end of historr.,.

But he obr,iouslv undersrands
that to star:t again at the beginning
irnd change faster

u,ould only mean taking the straight road to extinction.

A Meeting of Minds with Henr

t lnto the-Wood

When I arrived in that new countn- tr
I came by boat

by canoe in fact
and completely alone

so the pines and conifers
stepping down to the river

some with their roots
as pink as pigs' tails

in the dark current swirling aroun,i r
were my only company.

It was for this reason I found mvseii
striking my double-ende'J p'.:

hard against the side of my cano€

to frighten them away
if such a thing were possible.

To start echoes

and have those echoes

multiply
and fill the woods

with circles of dilating sounc

awakening the trees.

Stirring up I call it
as might be done

to animals and people.

To make all melodies a replica
of the things they give a voice

and the places where I find r

t8l
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